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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 
a magnetic resonance imaging apparatus; and 
patient table, 

wherein the magnetic resonance apparatus has a magnet structure, defining a 
cavity for accommodating a part of the body under examination, which magnetic 
structure is supported by a magnetic structure base block, 

the patient table and the apparatus having a bas e b l ock a nd a supporting 
structure r e sp e ct i v el y, that ar e that is slidable in at least one direction, wherein the 
patient table and the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus have m e ans for a 
removable connection therebetween x and gu i d e th e r e of along pr e d e t e rm i n e d r el at i v e 
d i sp l ac e m e nt paths 

the removable connection includes a guide for relative displacement between 
the patient table and the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus, 

wherein the base block of the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus has 
wheels, rollers or other means for sliding or rotating the magnetic resonance imaging 
apparatus relative to the patient table, and 

the patient table supporting structure has wheels or rollers for sliding the 
patient table relative to the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus . 
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2. (Original) The system of claim 1, comprising two or more patient tables 
that can be simultaneously coupled to the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus in 
different positions relative thereto. 

3. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2, further comprising wh e r ei n a 
m e ans for coup li ng pati e nt tab le s to the magn e t i c r e sonanc e imag i ng apparatus a r e 
guide means for displacement of the tables relative to each other and to the 
magnetic resonance imaging apparatus. 

4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3, wherein the guide means fef 
guid i ng comprises and coupl i ng th e magn e t i c r e sonanc e imag i ng apparatus to th e 
pati e nt tab le (s) compris e an arched guide and a carr i ag e to b e r e movably coup le d 
th e r e to, th e gu i d e b ei ng assoc i at e d to th e magn e t i c r e sonanc e imaging apparatus, 
and each table being associat e d connected to a carriage that can be coupled to said 
removable connection gu i d e, wherein the tab le (s) tables have a supporting structure 
with wheels or rollers sliding along th e b e ar i ng surfac e. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, comprising: 

a platform interposed between the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus 
and the floor, which platform has a base plate and an upper magnetic resonance 
imaging apparatus supporting plate, which upper support plate lies over the base 
plate, a sliding guide being interposed between said two plates , wh i ch guid e i s 
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para l l el to th e tab le s li d i ng guid e , assoc i at e d to th e magn e t i c r e sonanc e imaging 
apparatus . 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the removable 
connection tab le sl i d i ng gu i d e associat e d to th e magn e t i c resonanc e i mag i ng 
apparatus and the sliding guide interposed between the base plate and the upper 
plate of the platform are oriented along at least one straight axis. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wh e r ei n the magn e tic 
r e sonanc e imag i ng apparatus is assoc i at e d to further comprising a table sliding 
guide that has the shape of a sector of a circle, whose axis is oriented perpendicular 
to the floor or to the apparatus supporting surface. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein the sliding guide 
between the base plate and the upper supporting plate of the platform for the 
magnetic resonance imaging apparatus also has the shape of a sector of a circle 
and is coaxial to the table sliding guide associ a t e d to th e magn e t i c r e sonance 
i m a g i ng app a ratus . 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[6]] 8, wherein the platform 
has an annular shape A and on l y e xt e nds ov e r a li mit e d s e ct i on, corr e sponding to th e 
surfac e support i ng th e bas e b l ock of th e magn e t i c r e sonanc e imag i ng apparatus, 
along th e tabl e s li d i ng guido, tho opposite s i de(s) sides of the magnetic resonance 
imaging apparatus having slidable support elements whos e h ei ght comp e nsat e s for 
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th e h ei ght d i ffer e nc e of th e p l atform, which ele m e nts rest directly on the platform 
b e ar i ng f l oor , and the table supporting structure lies directly on the platform b e ar i ng 
fleer, which table supporting structure has elements for sliding on the floor. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein the platform also 
partly extends beneath the table tab le (s) , coincident with at least the portion of the 
table supporting structure at the side whereat the tab le (s) ar e table is coupled to the 
magnetic resonance imaging apparatus sliding guide. 

12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the portion of the 
platform which supports at least partly the tab le (s) table extends flush with the upper 
supporting surface of the portion of the sliding platform which supports the magnetic 
resonance imaging apparatus. 

13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the portion of the 
platform which supports the tab le (s) table is stationary and the table supporting 
structure has means for sliding , particular l y or rolling [[,]] on said portion of the 
platform. 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the portion of the 
platform which supports the tab l e(s) table has an upper table supporting plate which 
is slidable along a base plate, due to s l id i ng and gu i d e m e ans whos e e xt e ns i on is 
parall el to the s li d i ng and gu i d e m e ans i nt e rpos e d b e tw ee n th e upp e r support p l at e 
and th e bas e p l at e of th e p l atform port i on associat e d to th e magnet i c r e sonanc e 
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i mag i ng apparatus , whose extension is shaped like a sector of a circle coaxial to the 
sector shaped sliding guide between the upper support plate and the base part of the 
platform portion supporting the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 6, wherein the platform has a magnetic 
resonance imaging apparatus supporting extension which is designed to also 
support said apparatus on the side(s) thereof that are not fitted with the table sliding 
guide. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein th e magn e tic 
r e sonanc e i mag i ng apparatus has a magn e t structur e having a cav i ty for 
accommodat i ng a body part und e r e xam i nat i on at least one side th e r e of of the cavity 
forming an extension of the patient supporting surface of the patient table. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16, wherein the sector-shaped 
sliding guides for the tabl e (s) table and/or the upper support plate of the magnetic 
resonance imaging apparatus supporting platform and/or the upper support plate of 
the extension of said platform, for supporting at least a portion of the tab le (s) table 
are coaxial to each other, their axis being perpendicular to and intersecting said at 
least one side of the magnet structure that forms the extension of the patient 
supporting surface of the tab le (s) table . 
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18. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the magn e t 
structur e has an annu l ar shap e and d eli m i ts a cavity , for accommodat i ng th e body 
part und e r e xam i nat i on, wh i ch is open on two parallel sides. 

19. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the magnet 
structure has three open sides, the three open sides include two opposite parallel 
sides and one side transverse thereto, and the magnet structure substantially has a 
C or U shape. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16 [[8]], wherein the sector- 
shaped guide for the tab le (s) table and/or the upper support plate of the magnetic 
resonance imaging apparatus supporting platform and/or the upper support plate of 
the extension of said platform, for supporting at least a portion of the tabl e (s) table 
extends through an angle of 360°. 

21. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16 [[8]], wherein the sector- 
shaped guide for the tab le (s) table and/or the upper support plate of the magnetic 
resonance imaging apparatus supporting platform and/or the upper support plate of 
the extension of said platform, for supporting at least a portion of the tablo(s) table 
extends through an angle of less than 360°. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16 [[8]], wherein the sector- 
shaped guide for the tab l o(s) table and/or the upper support plate of the magnetic 
resonance imaging apparatus supporting platform and/or the upper support plate of 
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the extension of said platform, for supporting at least a portion of the t a bl e (s) table 
extends through an angle of less than 180°. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein the platform for 
supporting the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus and at least a portion of the 
tabl e (s) table is composed of elements having the shape of coaxial and modular 
annular sectors. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein th e s i d e (s) sides of 
the magnet structure that form an extension of the tab le (s) table have an outer edge 
that is arched substant i a ll y coaxial to the table sliding guide, which edge extends 
along said guide and is superimposed thereto, level with the table surface. 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2, wherein the guide for 
relative slidable displacement of at least one of the patient tab le tables and the 
magnetic resonance imaging apparatus is fitted onto an intermediate table part that 
may be removably coupled to the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus and has a 
complementary cavity for accommodating the magnet structure sides which form the 
extension of the tabl e (s) tables , said intermediate part of the table tables being 
common to the two or more tables that may be simultaneously coupled to the 
magnetic resonance imaging apparatus. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein said intermediate part of the 
table is coupled to the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus, by means of sliding 
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guides, along which the sliding motion occurs along at least one coupling and 
uncoupling direction, means being provided for locking said intermediate part of the 
table in the coupling limit stop position and/or in one or more different intermediate 
positions marking different distances of the intermediate part of the table from the 
magnet structure of the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus. 

27. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein the tab le (s) table 
are coupled to the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus at one end side and 
extend substantia ll y radially with respect to the sector-shaped sliding guide. 

28. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 
a magnetic resonance imaging apparatus; and 

two patient tables that are coupled to said apparatus on substantial l y 
d i am e tr i ca ll y oppos i t e s i d e s of ,. 

a guide for relative slidable displacement of said patient tables and said 
apparatus, which guide consists of least two diametrically opposite, separate 
sections, which extend through an angle of less than 180°, e sp e cia l ly of l e ss than 
90^7 and said guid e s stradd li ng th e guide straddles a line that joins the longitudinal 
axes of the patient tables, which line passes through the cavity for accommodating 
the body under examination, which cavity is defined by the a magnet structure of the 
magnetic resonance imaging apparatus . 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein the two separate guide 
sections are coaxial to each other. 
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30. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein the two guide sections are 
diametrically opposite portions of a single continuous sector-shaped guide. 

31 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 28, wherein on l y the tabl e s 
and/or on l y the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus and/or both may rotate 
coax i a l coaxiallv to said guid e or to sa i d separate guide sections. 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 28, wherein the magnetic 
resonance imaging apparatus and/or the tables have wheels or means allowing them 
to slide or roll on the floor surface and/or on a platform. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein the two tables have means for 
locking them in the angular positions in which they are coupled to the magnetic 
resonance imaging apparatus. 

34. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 
a magnetic resonance imaging apparatus; and 

at least one patient table or two tables that are coupled to said apparatus,, on 
substant i a l ly diametrically opposite sides of a guide for relative slidable displacement 
of said patient table or tables and said apparatus, which guide has the shape of a 
sector of a circle, and 

at least one platform that rotates with an axis of rotation coaxial to [[the]] an 
axis of the sector-shaped guide for the [[table(s)]] at least one of the tables , the 
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magnetic resonance imaging apparatus being positioned on said platform, whereas 
the [[table(s)]] table or tables have means allowing them to slide or roll directly on the 
floor. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 34 compr i s i ng:a , wherein the 
platform having an annu l ar or has a circular shape or th e shap e of a sector of a r i ng 
or a circ le, s ai d p l atform rotat i ng about i ts ax i s, which is coax i a l to th e ax i s of th e 
tab le s li ding gu i d e , further comprising an additional annular platform being provided 
adjacent and coincident with [[the]] an area supporting at least a portion of the table 
supporting structure, which additional platform supports at least a portion of the table 
supporting structure. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein the annular platform which 
supports at least a portion of the table structure is also rotatable and coaxial to the 
platform for supporting the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus and to the axis of 
the table sliding guide. 

37. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 36, wherein the table 
supporting structure rests on the rotating additional annular platform in a non slidable 
manner at one end side, and on the floor or a stationary platform, with the 
interposition of sliding or rolling means, at the other end side. 
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38. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein the wheels, rollers, or other means 
enable the magnetic resonance imaging apparatus to rotate relative to the patient 
table. 



